Notes on John 14: 1 – 14
We began as usual with a prayer and by reading the passage. At first our discussion centred around why these passages from John’s Gospel form the lectionary at this time between Easter and Pentecost. Chapters 13 – 16 are called the farewell discourses and here Jesus teaches His disciples how they are to cope when He is nolonger with them physically. Jesus uses these discourses to sort out misunderstanding, resolve outstanding issues and to empower the disciples for what is to come. He is preparing them for the time between the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, and we felt that it was appropriate for congregations also to take some time to prepare in the same way. The resurrection is an astonishing event and needs time to be assimilated; so by having these readings after Easter, congregations are reminded of the preparation and teaching which Jesus gave to the disciples to help them during this time. We briefly wondered if this was appropriate for today, as we already had the Holy Spirit and were not waiting in the same way as the disciples. Could we give the impression that the Holy Spirit only came once a year?

Verse 1 could be translated “Let not your resolution be upset”. With this translation it would appear that Jesus is attempting to instil courage into the disciples. Would this verse be used at funerals in this translation? Perhaps not! We discussed the use of this passage at funeral services, where it is sometimes used to bring comfort to non-believers. Should it be used in this way? This gospel was written to bolster the courage and confirm the belief of believers, not to bring comfort to unbelievers. So is it really appropriate to use it at funeral services for non believers? Perhaps non believers do not choose this passage? 
Verse 3 we see Jesus as a go between, linking us to God and preparing both us and heaven for our presence. 
In verse 5 Thomas is used once again as a foil to bring out another dimension to what Jesus is saying. Both Thomas and Phillip are used in this way. By answering their questions, Jesus/John is able to discuss in more detail something important and/or difficult. We see this several times in John’s gospel. Through the questions posed by Thomas, Philip and Peter we the readers have, John hopes, our own questions answered. In his sermons Wesley used this technique of answering questions he thought might be posed 

In verse 6 Jesus shows us God in human form. If we understand Jesus, we will understand God. Phillip at this point asks a question which allows Jesus to elaborate in His answer on some of the themes He has been trying to get them to understand. Some Christians use this verse to put forward an exclusive message about God’s saving grace, which we find hard to dismiss. But we felt in our hearts that exclusivity is not what Jesus means here. One commentary writer expresses God’s love like an arena with many sections: one may enter through any entrance, but could end up in many different parts of the arena. We thought that Jesus was saying that the way to know God as Father was to enter into God’s presence through the way of Jesus, so that believers in Jesus would live Jesus’ life style of self giving love and service, and thereby come to know God as loving and self-giving, like a good parent.
In verse 8 is Phillip saying that the disciples do not want Jesus to die just to show them God will be enough for them? The union that Jesus describes in verses 9 – 12 is not necessarily mystical, but certainly practical, like two people playing duets. They are so connected and known to each other, they know what the other will do before he or she does it. 

Verse 11 we have discussed before at a meeting: how faith and works complement each other. Some people find it easy to understand and believe what they have heard, while others find it easier to understand what they have seen. Through both saying and doing, Jesus enables all people to believe in Him. Later in Acts we shall witness how Jesus’ promise comes true for Peter and Paul when they heal and minister in Jesus’ name. This should give believers today faith to continue in their belief in who Jesus is.
Verse 12 refers to Pentecost and the power that will be given to believers when the Holy Spirit comes. This is a call to faith for the time when Jesus is not physically present. In his gospel John encourages believers to look at Jesus’ works and see signs of who and what Jesus is. John is different in this respect from the synoptic gospel writers, who tell the story in a more narrative way. These chapters of John’s gospel are similar to a group of sermons each discussing a different but linked topic. In the following chapter 15 John will go over the same material, but use a different method of explanation. 
In verse 13 Jesus’ “in my name” is crucial to understanding what Jesus says here about prayer. Everything must be done to God’s glory and for no other reason. 

What would we preach on?

We all thought that we would use verses 11 – 14 plus the passage from Acts to make a connection between these words of encouragement from Jesus in the gospel and the persecution of Christians in parts of the world today.  
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